
 

  

Key Ingredients 
Attitude—Be Open to Possibilities 
Time— Make sure your project is worth your time.                   
 DO NOT SETTLE FOR YOUR FIRST IDEA! 
Investigation—  
!" Find out what is needed and who your allies are.   
!" Have conversations with friends, teachers, AmeriCorps mem-

bers, neighbors, church leaders, etc.  
!" Check out the community needs  and what is already happening. 
!" Find people /organizations to help you with your project. 
!" Check out the district’s service-learning database to find out more 

about local organizations 

T h e    R e c i p e    f  o r    S u c c e s s 

Civic Action...That Is Meaningful  

All students agree… 

...find the activity that hooks you! 
This process may be the most im-
portant step of all. If the project is 
not of value to you it will be hard to 
maintain interest or to find people 
who can support your efforts.  

Allies 
 
Find folks, young and old, 
who: 
#" Have helpful knowledge 

and skills   
 
#" Believe in you!   
 
Consider finding more than 
one person because the sup-
port you need will vary 
throughout the project.  
Develop a small group of 
students who can either 
work together on a common 
project, or support each 
other on their personal 
projects.    

 

It’s helpful to: 
#"  Involve people who have 

different skills, for they 
can help with different 
portions of the project. 

 
#" Set up specific dates to 

meet with your support-
ers so they can help 
recharge your interest. 

 

 

"#$#%& '()* +,-&./($01 2*(3*#41,$#1&5 
Students agree that one of the greatest struggles is to pace yourself.  After all, it is your 
senior year!  Some tips that may help: 

!" Put due dates in a visible place, marking due dates 2 or 3 day before due date. 
!" Create a binder for your project to keep track of progress. 
!"  If you need blocks of time to work in the community, set up those opportunities on 

days when you have late start or early release, and set them up well in advance. 
!" Get a project partner—work with another student  
!" If you plan ahead, you can get some of your paper work or research done at school 

!his is &our time to 
find something that that 
&ou are passionate &ou are passionate 

about.about.  
 
5elpful websites8 
www.&outhacti:ism.com 

www.&outhnoise.org 

www.dosomething.org 

www.ser:e.go: 
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;oncern< 
    5ope 

!alents< 
=ifts 

>ro?ect  >ossibilities 

@ore  
beautiful  
communit& 

Visual Artist #" Design and paint a community mural 
#" Work with bus system to beautify bus  
#" Create a neighborhood kiosk 
#" Create banners that decorate street lights 

!oo man& animals in shelter Web Design 
Marketing 

#" Develop a youth-friendly web site for the Humane Society 
#" Create a public service announcement 
#" Design and distribute posters or t-shirts that encourage pet adoption 

Aoneliness<depression for 
&outh with long term illnesses 

Video Games #" Organize a video game event for teens at a hospital 
#" Develop an online video competition and promote it 
#" Create a video game league 

>ositi:e afterBschool  
options for &outh 

Can relate to kids who do not feel 
they have a safe/fun place to go 

#" Work with your local parks department to build programs around interests 
identified by students in your neighborhood 

#" Support after school clubs at your local elementary school or Boys/Girls Club 
#" Work with 4-H, Girls Scouts or Community Education to offer or promote 

programs in your local community 

=lobal Carming Graphic Design #" Publish a calendar online with daily activities that promote sustainability 
#" Increase awareness in your school by organizing special days—No Cars Day; 

No Paper Day, etc. 
#" Paint a fabric mural that can be exhibited in your school or community 
 

;hildhood  
Dbesit& 

Athlete #" Develop after school programs that appeal to kids who do not like competitive 
sports 

#" Create and distribute a map of safe walking and biking routes to school 
#" Promote healthy lunches and snacks in your school 

;ancer Marketing #" Support the local fundraising for breast cancer research 
#" Develop an annual school team that will recruit students to support the annual 

Race for the Cure or other cancer related event 

 

Have fun and learn  

while helping your community and your world! 

 

!hese eEamples can help &ou to build  
connections between  
what &ou en?o& doing  

and the needs of &our communit& 

B e   I n v e n t I v e ... 

 

Civic Action….That Is Creative 
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Teach others 
!   #$%&' (&)'*+*, -./ 0)*1 1.2*, 3&.3(& )'& -.0&(&44 .* 5()'6 5.2*%1 7%'&&%48 5)+%(+* )*9 4.0& $'+&*94 9&:&(.3&9 ) 32;(+< )/)'&*&44 <)03)+,* 
)*9 &92<)%&9 .%-&'4 );.2% %-+4 *&&9 %-'.2,- 3.4%&'48 ;'.<-2'&48 32;(+< 4&':+<& )**.2*<&0&*%48 ) <.002*+%1 $.'20 )*9 :+4+%4 %. (&,+4()%.'4= 
!   >*& 4%29&*%8 /-. -)9 &?3&'+&*<&9 9.0&4%+< );24&8 9&:&(.3&9 ) @2;(+< 7&':+<& #**.2*<&0&*% .* ) (.<)( %&&* ')9+. 4-./8 -&(3+*, .%-&' %&&*4 
2*9&'4%)*9 /-)% %-&1 <)* 9. /-&* %-&+' $'+&*94 %)(6 );.2% :+.(&*<& +* %-&+' -.0&4=   
#"  
 +reate an ongoing event or product 
!   A*BCCD ) -+,- 4<-..( 4&*+.' &4%);(+4-&9 )* )**2)( $2*9')+4&' $.' E.&'*;&<6&' F.43+%)( <)((&9 G'= 
F294.*H4 I)1= A* DJJK8 L&* ')+4&9 0.'& %-)% MNJ8JJJ8 0)6+*, %.%)( <.*%'+;2%+.*4 0.'& %-)* MOJJ8JJJ= 
!   5.*<&'*&9 %-)% 4. $&/ 1.2*, 3&.3(& :.%&8 ) 4%29&*% -.4%&9 ) :.%&' '&,+4%')%+.* &:&*% )% -&' 4<-..(= 
E):+9 /)*%&9 %. -&(3 0.'& <-+(9'&* &*P.1 3()1+*, +*4%'20&*%4= F& )*9 4&:&')( -+,- 4<-..( 024+<+)*4 
-.4%&9 ) 024+<)( &:&*% )% ) (./Q+*<.0& &(&0&*%)'1 4<-..(8 &*);(+*, <-+(9'&* %. %'1 .2%  
4&:&')( +*4%'20&*%4 )*9 %. (&)'* );.2% %-& $'&& 024+< 3'.,')0 .$$&'&9 )% ) *&+,-;.'+*, 4<-..(=  
!   R)<64.* :.(2*%&&'&9 )4 ) S.. #0;)44)9.' )% %-& T..9()*9 @)'6 S.. +* 7&)%%(&=  F& 24&9 -+4  
&?3&'+&*<& %. 9&4+,* ) *&/ &?-+;+% $.' ) 720)%')* %+,&'  
 
 "esearch/ Invention 
!  U)4&&0)8 /-.4& 4+4%&' -)4 ) ;')+* 9+4.'9&'8 -&(3&9 4233.'% ) ;')+* '&4&)'<- 3'.P&<% )% >F7V=   
!  L&:+* <'&)%&9 ) $2((1 $2*<%+.*)( DJQ$..%Q%)(( /+*9 %2';+*& $.' I&((+*,-)0 I)1=  

!   5.*<&'*&9 );.2% 3()*% 9+:&'4+%18 ) 4%29&*% :.(2*%&&'&9 %. 4233.'% ) ;.%)*+<)( '&4&)'<- 3'.P&<%=   
 
Public Policy 
!   # %&)0 .$ 4%29&*%4 ,.% (&,+4()%+.* 3)44&9 %-)% <-)*,&4 -./ T)4-+*,%.* 7%)%& F+4%.'1 /+(( ;& %)2,-% 
          !   W&)(+X+*, %-)% %-& ,+'(4H 4.$%;)(( %&)0 9+9 *.% '&<&+:& )9&Y2)%& &Y2+30&*% .' $)<+(+%+&48 Z'+* 
0)9& ) 3'&4&*%)%+.* %. %-& 4<-..( ;.)'9 4200)'+X+*, -&' <.*<&'* )*9 %-& ;29,&% *&&9&9 %. <.03(1 
/+%- %-&        

 $&9&')( [+%(& A\ ()/4= Z'+* *./ <.)<-&4 4.$%;)(( .* %-& :&'1 $+&(9 4-& -&(3&9 ;2+(9=  
 
 Public Information / Advocacy 
 !  F):+*, +*%&'*&9 )% ) 4.()' 3)*&( <.*4%'2<%+.* <.03)*1 +* %-& 4200&'8 ) 4&*+.' '&)(+X&9 %-)% -+4 
-+,- 4<-..( <.2(9 '&92<& +%4 &<.(.,+<)( $..% 3'+*% ;1 +*4%)((+*, 4.()' 3)*&(4= F& 9&:&(.3&9 ) <.03'&Q
-&*4+:& 3'.3.4)( /-+<- 4-./&9 %-& (.*, ')*,& $+*)*<+)( 4):+*,4 $.' +*4%)((+*, 43&<+$+< 4.()' 3)*&(4= 
[-& 4<-..( +4 *./ &?3(.'+*, %-& $&)4+;+(+%1 .$ +03(&0&*%+*, -+4 '&<.00&*9)%+.*4= 
!   G&(+44) ]= )*9 -&' %&)0 <'&)%&9 ) ;'.<-2'& %. &92<)%& )*9 '&<'2+% :.(2*%&&'4 $.' F.43+<&8 )*9 
%. &92<)%& %-& ,&*&')( 32;(+< );.2% %-&+' .3%+.*4 +* F.43+<& )*9 ) '&()%&9 .',)*+X)%+.*4=  [-&+' 
.'+,+*)( 3()* /)4 %. <.03+(& ) ;..6 .$ 4%.'+&4 )*9 %-.2,-%4 .$ 3&.3(& 92'+*, %-& 91+*, 3'.<&448 ;2% 
$.2*9 %-)% 9+$$+<2(% %. )<<.03(+4- ;&<)24& .$ %-& 4&*4+%+:& *)%2'& .$ %-& 42;P&<% )*9 %-& (.44 .$ 0)*1 
.$ %-& 3)%+&*%4 ;&$.'& %-& 4&*+.'4 -)9 ) <-)*<& %. +*%&':+&/ %-&0=  I1 <-)*,+*, %-&+' 3'.P&<% %. ) 
;'.<-2'& %. ')+4& )/)'&*&44 .$ %-& *&&9 $.' F.43+<& *2'4&4 )*9 :.(2*%&&'48 %-& %&)0 -.3&9 %. 
'&)<- 3&.3(& /+%- ) 6*)<6 $.' <.0$.'%+*, )*9 <)'+*,= 
!   ^+*  /)4 %-& 4%29&*% 0&0;&' .$ %-& 7)00)0+4- 5+%1 5.2*<+( $.' -+4 4&*+.' 3'.P&<%=  F& 4)% .* 
%-& <.2*<+( )*9 )9:.<)%&9 $.' %&&* +442&48 +*<(29+*, )9:.<)%+*, ),)+*4% %&&* 3'.$+(+*, ;1 (.<)( 3.Q
(+<&=  F& )(4. /'.%& ) /&&6(1 <.(20* .* %&&* +442&4 +* ) (.<)( 3)3&' )4 )* &?%&*4+.* .$ %-+4 3'.P&<%= 
 
The following web sites can inspire you by examples 
-%%3_``///=$'&&<-+(9=.',  aA (+6&9 %-& 9&%)+( .$ %-& )'%+<(&4 )*9 %-& (+4%+*,4 .$ /-)% 4%29&*%4 9+9 %. -&(3 +* 4.(:+*, %-& 3'.;(&04= 5.2(9 24& 0.'& <(&)' /)14 
$.' 3&.3(& %. -&(3 &)<- .%-&' )*9 /)14 +* /-+<- 40)(( )<%4 <)* 0)6& ) ;+, 9+$$&'&*<&.? 
 -%%3_``///=1.2%-)<%+:+40=<.0 Q) ,'&)% (+4% .$ 43&<+$+< /)14 1.2%- -):& -&(3&9 )99'&44 9+$$&'&*% +442&4= 
 -%%3_``///=1.2%-*.+4&=.', Q ,'&)% $.' 4%29&*%4 /-. (+6& %. <'&)%& )*9 -):& ) (+%%(& $2* /-+(& %-&1 /.'6=  
 

 

5 h a t   o t h e r s    h a v e    d o n e ... 

 

Civic Action...That Rocks 


